Shell Chords part 1 -your very first 7" chords!

This is a first step into the world of 7" chords. 7" chords are those chords that are made
of four notes, the root, the third, the fifth, and the seventh. Basically, they are triads
with the addition of a seventh.

Employing these shell chord shapes is the easiest way to play 7" chords on the guitar. In
this first lesson | will teach you six shapes, three with the root on the 6" string, and three
with the root on the on the 5™ string.

You will notice that these chords are made of three notes only. That is correct! When
playing 7™ chords, the fifth can be omitted, unless it is needed for some particular
reason.

Here | give you the shapes for minor 7 chords, major seven chords, and dominant seven
chords. With these shapes you can play nearly all jazz standards!

In case you find chords that are not included in this lesson, don’t worry. Many chords
can be substituted. For example, m7b5 chords can be played with a simple minor 7
chord....

As usual, the orange circle marks the root of each chord shape. In addition to that, the
blue circle marks the third (either major or minor), and the green circle marks the
seventh (either major or minor).
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Try to play any chord progression. You can start with a blues, or with a lI-V-1. Play itin
every key, in different parts of the keyboard.

Notice how the third and the seventh of each chord move on the central strings of the
guitar.

Happy practice!
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